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of Upper Canada lying between the town of Prescott, 


towns of Kingston’and York, and the forts, George 
and Erie. On this line of frontier the enemy have, 
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a7 This supplement is chiefly published to present 
the readers of the Rxeisrenr, ina compact manner, 
a large portion of the highly interesting docu- 
ments lately laid before the house of representa- 
tives by the president of the United States. Un- 
til they are completed, many articles must be post-} 
poned. 


oeieemted 


pane oF 


Message from the President | 


Of the United States, transmitting a letter from the. 
secretary of war, accompanied with sundry docu- 
ments ; in obedience to a resolution of the 31st of 
December last, requesting such information as may 
tend to explain the causes of the fuilure of the arms 
of the lTnited States on the Northern Frontier. 

To the house of representatives of the United States. 

I transmit to the house of representatives a report 
of the secretary of war, complying with their reso- 
lution of the 31st of December last. 

January $lst, 1814. JAMES MADISON, 


War department, January 25, 1814. 
Sir—In compliance with the resolution of the 
house of representatives of the 31st of December 
last, requesting such information, (not improper to 
be communicated) as may tend to explain the causes 
of the failure of the arms of the United States, on the 
northern frontier, I have the honor to submit the 
following documents, and to offer to you, sir, the} 
assurance of the very high respect with which I am 

Your most obedient, and very humble servant, 

JOHN ARMSTRONG, 








The President. 





CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF WAR 
AND MAJOR GENERAL DEARBORN, &c. 
Vote presented to the cabinet on the 8th February, 
1813, by the secretary of war. 
The enemy’s force at Montreal and its dependen- 
cies has been stated at 16,000 effectives. It more 
probably does aot exceed 10 or 12,000. The militia 


- —. a 50 Beant. 


At Prescott, - - - - 300 

At Kingston, - . - - 600 

At George, and Erie, &e. : - 1,200 

Making a total (of regular troops) of - 2,100 

Kingston and Prescott, and the destruction of the 
British ships at the former, would present the first 
object; York and the frigates said to be building 
there, the second; George and Erie the third. 

The force to be employed on this service should 
not be less thsn 6,000 effective regular troops, be; 
cause in this first enterprise of a second campaign 
nothing must, if possible, be left to chance. 

The time for giving execution to this plan ig 
cleariy indicated by the following facts ; 

Ist. The river St. Lawrence is not open to the pur, 
poses of navigation before the 15th of May; And — 

2d. Lake Ontario is free from all obstructions 
arising from ice by the Ist day of April. 4 
Under these circumstances we shall have six weeks 
for the expedition before it be possible for sir George 
Prevost to give it any disturbance. 

Should this outline be approved, the details for the 
service can be made and expedited in forty-eight 
hours. ay 


xtract of a letter from the secretary of war to major 
generul Dearborn, dated aie 
War department, February 10, 1813. 

““T have the presidents orders io communicate to 
you as expeditiously as possible, the outline of a cam- 
paign which you will immediately institute and pur: 
sue against Upper Canada : 

* ist. 4,000 troops will be assembled at Sackett’s 
Harbor. — 

« 2d. 3,000 will be brought together at Buffalo 
and its vicinity. “ts 
“Sd. The former of these corps will be embark- 
ed and transported under convoy of the fleet to 
Kingston, where they will be landed. Kingston, its 
garrison, and the British ships wintering in the har- 
bor of that place, will be its first object. Its second 
object will be York, (the capital of Upper Canada,) 





part of it may amount to one sixth of the whole. Is 
it probable that we shall be able to open the oom) 
paign on lake Champlain with a force competent to! 


the stores collected and the two frigates building 
there. Its third object, forts George and Erie, and 


meet and dislodge this army before the 15th of May? their dependencies. In the attainment of this last, 
{ put the question on this date, because it is not to| there will be a co-operation between the two corps. 


be doubted but that the enemy will then be rein-) The composition of these will be as follows : 


forced, and, of course that new relations in point of 
strength will be established between us. Our pre- 
sent regular force on both sides of lake Champlain 
does not exceed 2,400 men. The addition made to it 
must necessarily consist of recruits, who, fora time, 
will not be better than militia; and when we consider 
that the recruiting service is but beginning, and that 
We now approxch the middle of February, the con-| 
clusion is, I think, safe, that we cannot move in this 
direction and thus early (say Ist of May,) with effect. 

It then remains to choose between a course of en- 
tire inaction, because incompetent to the main at- 
tack, or one having a secondary but still an impor- 
tant object; such would be the reduction of that part 


on the St. Lawrence and lake Erie, including the 
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Ist. Bloomfield’s brigade, - - 1,436 
9d. Chandler’s ditto, - - 1,044 
3d. Philadelphia detachment, - r (400 
4th. Baltimore ditto, - - 300 
5th. Carlisle ditto, ° - 200 
6th. Greenbush ditto, ° - 400 
7th. Sickett’s Harber ditto, - - 250 
4,039 
Sth. Several corps at Buffalo under the ““ “* 
command of colonel Porter and the 
recruits belonging thereto, - - 3,000 
Total, - - 7,030 


verned by the opening of lake Ontario, which ysual 
takes place about the first of April. Woke dba 


“ The time for executing the enterprise will be go- 
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“ The adjutant general has orders to put the most 
southern detachments in march as expeditiously as 
possible, The two brigades on lake Champlain you 
will move so as to give ibem full time to reach their 
place of destinatien by the 25th of March. The 
route by Elizabeth wili, I think, be the shortest and 
best. They will. be replaced by sotue new raised 
repiments from the east. 

** You will put into your movements as much pri- 
Vacy 83 may be compatible with their execution. 
‘hey may be masked by reports that Sackett’s Har- 

bor is in ‘danger, and that the principal effort will be 
made on the “Niagara i in co-operation with general 
Harrison. As the route to Sackett’s Harbor and to 
Niagara is for a considerable distance the same, it 
may be well to intimate, even in orders, that the 
latter is the destination of the two brigades now at 
lake Camplain.” 
Albany February, 18, 1813. 

Sin—Your despatches of the 10th were received 
last evening. Nothing shall be omitted on my part 
im endeavoring to carry into effect the expedition 

proposed, 

I fear the very large aes ees of provisions on 
lake Champlain will be unsafe unless a considerable | 
part is removed at some distance from the store, or 4 
considerable force is assembled at Burlington and vi-) 
cinity by the time the two brigades shall move. Ano- 
ther motive for having a large force on that lake, will 
be; that of preventing ‘the enemy from sending almost | 

his whole force from aareer Canada to Kingston, 2s 
soon as our intentions shall beso fur known as to af-| 
ford satisfactory evidence of our in eetiens in Pela. 
tion to the conquest of Upper a anada; and unless, 

an imposing force shall m e Lower Canada, the 

enem’ys whole force may bec ; biesakmind in Upper 

Canada, and require as large a force to operate! 
arainst ‘th: em as would be necessary to operate to- 

wards XI mitreal. 
a body of mee wenger’ militia fo serve fora short! 
time sn Vermont. You will judge of the expediency | 
of such a measure; but [ do not believe that there will 
be a sufficient body of new raised troops in season 
for taking the place of the two brigades. 

Lthis day received a letter from colonel Porter, in 
which he informs me that general Winchester hs ad 
arrived at Niagara, with such of his troops as had 
escaped thie tomahawk, and that they were sidesind 
over on parole; he states that at the Cleat ei the ac-! 
tion every man who by wounds or other causes were 
unuble to mirch were indiseriminately put to death. 
Such ontrageous conduct will require serious atten 
tion, especially when British troops are concerne 
in the action. Iam, sir, your obedient servant, | 

IH. DE. LRBORN. 
Ionorable Join Armstrons, secretary of war. 


War department, February 24, 1813. 

Sin—Before Tleft New York, and till very recently | 
shee my arrival here, FE was informed, through va- 
rious channels, that a winter or spring attack upon 
Kingston was not practicable, on accountof the snow, 
which generally lays to the depth of two, and some- 
times of three feet, over all that ee region du- 
ring those sexsons. Hence it is, that in the plan 
recently communicated, it was though t safest and 
best to make the attack by a combination of naval 
ant military means, and to approvech our object, 
not by directly crossing the St. Lawrence on the 
pee, but hy getty: we out from ascket tUs Harbor, m 
concert with, and under convoy of the fleet. Later 
yaformation differs from that on which this plan 
wag founded;. and the fortunate issue of major) 
Forsith’s last expedition shews, that small en- 
prises at least, my be successfully exe cuted | 
ut the present season. ‘The advices given in youl 





‘his position at Montreal much weakened. 


at Montreal and on ‘lake Champla.i, 
t 


Tt mav be adviseable to draw out); 


dered 


arr ivala 


letter of the instant, has a bearing also on the 
same point and to the same effect. If the enemy be 
really weak at Kingston and approachable by land 
and ice, Pike (who will be a brigadier in a day or 
two) mey be put into motion from lake Champlain, 
by the Chateauge route, (in sleighs) and with the 
two brigades, cross the St. Lawrevce where it may 
be thought best, destroy the armed ships and seize 
and hold Kingston until you can join him wiih the 
other corps destined for the future objects of the ex- 
pedition; and if pressed by Prevost, before such 
junction can be effected, he may withdraw himself 
to Sackett’s Harbor, or other place of security on 
our side of the line. This would be mueh the shorter 
road to the object, and perhaps the safer one, as 
the St. Lawrence is now every where well. bric ged, 
and offers no obstruction to either attack or retreat. 
Such a movement will, no doubt, be soon known to 
Prevost, and cannot but disquiet him. The dilemma 
it presents, will be serious. Either he must give up 
his western posts, or to save them, he must carry 
‘himself in force, and promptly, to Upper Canada. 
itu the latter case he w ill be embarrassed for subsis- 
| tence . His convoys of provision will be open to our 
‘attacks, on a line of nearly one hundred miles, and 
Another 
id lecided advantage will be, to let us into the sceret o1 
his real strength. If he be able to mk. !: 
tachments to cever, OF to recover King 

protect his supplies, and after ail main 

he 


Hentic 





than I imagised, or than any well «: 
ports make him to be. 
With regard to our magazines, my belief is, th+t 
we have nothing to Foie ; because, as stated above, 
|Prevost’s attentign must be given to the western 
jpoets and to our movements arainst them. He will 
inot dare to advance south vardly while a heavy corps 
and menacing his line of 
But on the other supposition, they 
) mav be easily secured; Ist, by taking 
lsborongh; or 2d, to Burlington; or 3d, by 
itia call, to protect them where they are. Orders 


is Operating on his flank 
communication. 
(the Mae: az unes 


themrto W; 
7 


A M,N: 
‘ i 


are riven a for the —_ of the eastern volunteers, 
excepting Ulmer’s regiment and two companies. of 
axe me n; £ sent to ope n the route to the Chamdiere. 


The southern detachments will be much stronger 
than 1 had sin That from Philadelphia will 
mount up 3 early to 1000 eff-ctives. With great 
respect, dear general, I am yours faithfully, 

JOHN ARMST RONG. 

General Dearborn. 

Head quarters, Albany, February 25, 1813. 
Str—TI this day received by express frem colonel 
Macomb, the inclosed account from major Forsyth. 


His Known zeal for a small partizan warfare, has in- 
‘duced me to give him repeated catttion against such 


measures, on his part, as would probably produce 
such retali ting strokes as he would be unable to re- 
sist; but t fear my advice has not been as fully at- 

1s could have been wished. He is an ex- 
cellent o fficer, and under suitable circumstances 
wouid be of important service. 

I have requested the governor to order general 
Brewn out with three or four hundred of such militia 
as he can soonest assemble, to Join Forsyth; and I 
have ordered colonel Pike, with four hundred of his 
command, to proceed in sleighs by what it is consi- 
he shortest and best route, to the neighbor- 

Iedens! DUrs, * to Sackett’s Harbor. On his 

Potsdam, or > Calton or Russel, he will be 
able to communicate with Brown or Forsyth, or both, 


ce yi led t 


4 
hex “ul of 


’ 
\ 
+ > 
c 


jand ect with them, as circumstances may require. 


The affair at Ogdensburg will be a fair excuse for 
‘moving treops in that direction ; and by this move- 
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ment it wilt be ascertained whether the same route 
will be the best in future: the distance by that route 
from Plitisburg to Sackett’s Harbor, is. but little 
more than one halfor winat it would be.by the route 
proposed, and I am assured by a gentleman, whom } 
can confide in, that there will be no difficulty by that 
route. 

Chauncey has not vét returned from New York. 
1 vin s«iisfied that if he had arrived as soon as I had 
expected him, we might have made a stroke at kiig- 
siov on the ice, but his presence was necessary for 
having the aid of the seamen and Marines. 

brom a letier received this day from colonel Por- 
ter at Niagara, it appears that the enemy were pre- 
paring to strike at Black Rock. 

J can give him no assistance. 

Iam sir, with respect and esteem, your obedient 
humbie servant, HW. DEARBORN. 

Hionorable John Armstrong, secretary of war. 

February, 22, 1813. 

Sir—I have only time to inform that the enemy, 
with a very superior force, succeeded in taking Og- 
densburg this moraing about nine o’clock. They 
had about two men to our one, exclusive of Indians. 
Numbers of the enemy are dead on the field. Not 
more than twenty of our men killed and wounded; 
heutenant Beard is among the latter, 

I have made a saving retreat of about eight or nine 
miles. I could not get all the wounded off. 

We have killed two of the enemy to one of ours 
killed by them. We want ammunition and some pro- 
visions sent on to us, also sleishs for the wounded. 

If you can send me three hundred men all shail be 


re-taken, and Prescott too, or I will lose my life in 


the attempt. I shall write you more particularly 
to-day. 
Yours, with due respect, 
BENJAMIN FORSYTH. 
capt. rifie reg. commanding. 
Col. Macomb Sacketi?s Harbor. 


Ewiract of a letter fram major general Dearbarn to the 
secretary of war, dated. 
Albany, February 26, 1313. 
“Having received information that sir George 
Prevost was moving towards Upper Canada with 
considerable force, but not such as can be fully re- 
lied on, I have, however, ordered 400 more of Pile’s 
command to foilow the tirst detachinent without de- 
lay.” 
Head Quarters, Sackett’s Harbor, March 3, 1213. 
Sin—Having been informed that sir George Pre- 
vost had adjourned the legislature at Quebec, as- 
signing as the motive that his majesty’s service re- 
quired his presence in Upper Canada, and having 
received certain inform:tion of his passing Montreal 
and having arrived at Kingston, ] set out immedi- 
ately for this place, having ordered the force at 


Sir George Prevost isrepresented to be determined 
to effect his object at all events, and will undouhbt- 
edly make every effort in his power for the purpose, 

We shali, I trust, give him a warm reception ; but, 
if his force is such as is expected and should make 
an attack before our troops arrive from Greenbush 
and Plattsburgh at Sackett’s Harhor, the result may 
at least be doubtful. 

I have the honor, sir, to be, with the highest res- 
pect and consideration, your obedjent humble ser- 
vant, H. DEARBORN. 

Honorable Joku Armstrong, secreiary ef war. 


. Sackett’s Harbor, March 9, 1813. 
Srr—I have not yet had the honor of a visit from 
sir G. Prevost. His whole force is concentrated at 
Kingston, probably amounting to six or seven thou- 
sind; about three thousand of them regular troops. 
The ice is good and we expect him every day, and 
every measure for preventing a surprise is 1m constant 
activity. The troops from Greenbush (upwards of 
400) have arrived. I have heard nothing from Pike: 
he should have been here yesterday. I have sent 
three expresses to meet him; neither has reqwyrned. 
lL have suspicions of the express employed ‘by the 
quarter master general to convey the orders to Pike: 
the earliest measures were taken for conveying a 
duplicate of his orders. 1 hope to hear from him to- 
day. His arrival with 800 good troops would be ve- 
ry important at thistime. The enemy are apprized 
of his movement. 
| 1 begin to entertain some doubts whether sir 
‘George will venture to attack us; but shall not relax 
in being prepared to give him a decent reception. 
| Tshould feel easier if Pike should arrive in season. 
‘Lam in want of officers of experience. My whole, 
'foree, exclusive of seamen and marines, who will be 
confined to the vessels and have no share in the ac- 
‘tion until my force shall be worsted, amounts to near- 
‘ly 3000, exclusive of 450 militia at Brownville, and 
jon the road leading from Kingston by lend. Within 
two ér three days I may have 300 more militia from 
i Rome and Utica. 
| ‘The ice will not probably be passable more thin 
| from six to ten days longer; it is not usually passa- 
! 





' aed 
ble after the 15thof March. This yaexpected move- 


iment of the enemy will effectually oppose the move- 
ments contemplated on our part, and I shal? not 


at present. As soon as the fall of this place shall be 
decided, we shall be able to determine on other mea- 
sures. If we hold this place we will command the 
lake, and be able to act in concert with the troops at 
‘Niagara, while Chandler’s brigade, with such other 
‘uroops as may assemble in Vermont, may induce 2 
‘return of a considerable part of those troops that 





‘have left Lower Canada, 


| When I ordered Pike to move I directed general 


think it advisable to order general Cliandler to move 


Gre us! an ar anise ° Yike'’se ‘ oi] mg 
sicighe: rim th . “dh : phe sey ge ayes grey sro | Chandler to have the tame at uae moved 
hours. Tam now satisfied, from such inforn: ation | ©° miriiaes, H Agee bases ve ‘ ake | wor bea sy 
as is entitled to full credit, that a force has been |! oUF ms. THI 3 sna nie, Wea, tage oe A 
collacted (oul Quélec, Mantes! and UnoerCanail | pally at Burlington and White Hall. 
2 nS ee ee en eee re ee Yours with respect and esteem, 
of from six to eigkt thousand men, at Kingston, and, li. DEARBORN 
that we may expect un attack within forty-eight! yea te 
hours and perhaps sooner. | 
The militia have been called in and every effort! 7 -4)-¢¢4 of a letter from major general Dearborn to 
will, I trust, be made to defend the post : but,4 fear| the secretary at war, dated 
neither the troops from Greenbush nor Plattsburgh | : March 14, 1813. 
will arrive in season to afford their aid. Ihavesent! From the most recent and probable information 
expresses to have them hurried on. ‘Lhave obtained, T am induced to beiieve that sir 
Commodore Chaundey has not arrived; he will be! George Prevost Las concluded that it is tao late to at. 
here to-morrow. The armed vessels have not been|tack this place. Me undoubtedly meditated a coup 
placed in the positions intended by the commodore. |de-main against the shipping here. Ali the a pre- 
Our total force may be estimated at nearly three| hension is now at Kingston. Sir George has v sited 
thousand of all descriptions, ‘York and Niagara, and returned to Montreal. Se 


Hon. John Armstrong. 
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yeral bodies of troops have lately passed up from 
Mont?eal; but such precautions have been taken to 
prevent their number being ascertaitied, as to render 
it impossible to form any accurate opinion of their 
forces, or even to imagine very nearly what they 
amount to. From various sources I am perfectly sa- 
tisfied, that they are not in sufficient foree to venture 
an attack on this place, knowing as they do that we 
have collected a fine body of troops from Greenbush 
and Plattsburgh, and that the militia have been call- 
édin. We are probably just strong enough on each 
side to defend ; but not in sufficient force to hazard 
an offensive movement. The difference of attacking 
and being attacked, as it regards the contiguous 
sya of Kingston and Sackett’s Harbor, cannot be 

stimated at less than three or four thousand men, 
arising from the circumstance of militia acting 
merely on the defensive. Ihave ordered general 
Chandler with the 9ih, 2ist and 25th regiments to 
march for this place; Clark’s regiment and a com- 
pany of artillery to be left at Burlington for the pre- 
sent, where the regiment will be filled in a few 
weeks: I have ordered the recruits for the three re- 
apo that will march for this place to be sent to 
Greenbusli, and colonel Larned is ordered there to 
receive them with Bachus’s dismounted dragoons 
and other detachments from Pittsfield.” 


Extract of a letter from majer.general Dearborn to 
the secietaru of war dated, 

Sack+tt’s Harbor, March téth, 1513. 

“ft was yesterday unanimously determined in a 
touncil of the principal officers, including commo- 
dore Chauncey, that we ought not, under existing 
circimstances, to make an attempt on Kingston, de- 
Pore the naval force can act. The harbors in this lake 
will not probably be open so as to admit of the ves- 
sels being moved until about the 15th of April.” 


Loxtract of a letter from major-general Dearborn te the 
secretary at war, without date; proposing to pass by 
Kingston, and attack York, &c. 

“To take or destroy the armed vessels at York, 
Will give us the complete command of the like. 
Commodore Chauncey can take with him ten or 
twelve hyandred troops, to be commanded by Pike ; 
take York, from thence proceed to Niagara, and at- 
tack fort George, by land and water, while the troops 
at Buffalo cross over and carry forts Erie and Ch ppe- 
wa, and join those at fort George ; and then collect 
our whole force fer an attack on Kingston. After 
the rhost mature deliberation, the above was consi- 
dered by commodore Chauncey and myself as the 
most certain of ultimate success.” 





Ertraci 6f a letier from the secretary at war, to major 
general Dearborn, dated, 
War department, March 29, 1313. 
. “Your despatches of the 11th and 14th imstunt, 
from Sackett’s Harbor, and one of the 22d, from 
Albany, have been received. The correspondence 


ritions recommend the employment of a large and 
decisive force, and none, that I can think of, dissuade 
from it. If our first step in the campaign, and in 
the quarter from which most is expected, should 
fail, the disgrace of our arms will be complete. 
The public will lose all confidence in us, and we 
shall even cease to have any in ourselves. The par- 
ty who first opens a campaign, has many advantages 
over his antagonist; allof which, however, are the 
result of his being able to carry his whole force 
against a part of the enemy’s. Washington carried 
his whole forcé against the Hessians in New-Jersey, 
and beating them, recovered that moral strength, 
that self-confidence; which he had lost by many pre- 
ceding disasters. We are now in that state of pros- 
tration that he was in, after he crossed the Dela- 
ware; but like him, we may soon get on our legs 
again, if we are able to give some hard blows at the 
opening of the campaign. In this we cannot fail, 
provided the force we employ against his western 
posts be sufficiently heavy, They must stand or fall 
by their own strength. They are perfectly ivolatert 
and out of the reach of reinforcements : send there- 
fore a force that shall overwhelm them—that shall 
leave nothing to chance. If I had not another motive, 
{ would carry my whole strength, merely that their 
first service should be a successful one. The good 
effects of this will be felt throughout the campaign. 

**] have hastened to give you these thoughts, un- 
der a full conviction of their usefulness ; and shall 
only add, that there is no drawback upon this policy 
| When the fleet and army are gone, we have nothing 
at Sackett’s Harbor to guard, nor will the place pre 
sent an object to the enemy. 

* How then would it read, that we had lost our 
object on the Niagara, while we had another bri- 
gade at Sackett’s Harbor doing nothing ?” 








| Exiract of a letter from major-getieral Dearborn to the 
secretary at war, dated 
Albany, April 5, 1813. 
‘J have this day been honored with your letter of 
the 29th ultimo. As troops c«nnot with safety be 
transported from Sackett’s Harbor to York or Niaga- 
ra in batteaux or flat bottomed boats, 1 must depend 
on commodore Chauncey’s armed vessels, with one 
or two other sloops, for the transportation of our 
troops, and was considered doubtful whether more 
than twelve hundred men could be so conveyed, 
which number I considered amply sufficient for the 
two first objects contemplated; but as many as can be 
transported with safety shall be sent. The co-opera- 
tion of the troops under gen. Lewis may be relied on 
Boyd and Winder are with him, and nothing but 
outrageous gales of wind can prevent success. 
“ The troops from Maryland and Pennsylvania ar 
Tiley, with the other detach- 





irived last evening. 


‘ments at Greenbush, will proceed towards lake On- 
‘tario within two or three days. As soon as practica- 
' . 


' 


between you and major Murray, in relation to an’ bie, after sending off the troops, I shall move west 
exchange of prisoners, has been referred to the de-/ V+". 


partment of state. The alteration in the plan of 
campaign, so as to make Kingston the last object, 


instead of making it the first, would appear to be) 
necessary, or at least proper; but the force assigned | 
to the attack of the upper posts, is believed to be 


too small. 


“ Accident miay prevent a co-operation of the’ 
corps of Buffalo. That sent from Sackett’s Harbor | 


should have in itself the power of reducing forts 
George and Erie, and holding in check the militia 
who may be sent to support them. The ships can 
give little aid in the business, except merely in co- 





a the landing. Double the number you purpose 
sendiig, wouldnot be too many. Various conside- 





War department, April 19, 1813. 

Sir—Taking for granted that general Prevost has 
not been able, or willing, to reinforce Malden, Erie 
and George, and that he has assembled at Kingston 
a force of six or eizht thousand men, (as stated by 
you) we must conclude that he means to hazard his 
more western posts; shorten his line of defence, and 
place his right flank on lake Ontario. 

This arrangement is no doubt, in consequence of 
our preparations at Sackett’s Harbor. These gave 
him reason to fear that we meant to cut his line of 
communication at that point, which, so long as he 
has ahope of keeping the command of the Jake, is 
one of infinite importance to his views: 
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The danger, however; now is, that in the event 
of the success of our present expedition, he may 
lose this hope, abandon Kingston and concentrate his 
forces at Montreal. : 

This event is in my opinion, as probable, as towen- 
der necessary a communication of the views of the 

resident, in relation to the movements on yéur part, 
which shall be subsequent to those now making) on 
two suppositions : 
_ Ist. That the enemy will keep his ground at 
Kingston ; and 
_ 2d. That he will abandon that ground and with- 
draw from Montreal. a 
_ On the first supposition there is no difficulty in 
either selecting our object or the means of pursuing 
it. We ought to destroy the communication between 
Kingston and Montreal, by interposing a competent 
force between the two, and assailing the former by 
@ joint operation of military and naval means. 

Local circumstances favor this project. A few 
armed boats on lake St. Francis, stops all intercourse 
by water; in which case, cannon, military stores 
and articles of subsistence in d/k, cannot be con- 
veyed between Montreal and Kingston. 

From lake Ontario to Ogdensburg we command 
the navigation of the St. Lawrence by our armed 
vessels, and under their protection, our army can be 
passed over and established on the Canada side at 
the point deemed most proper for attack. 

On the other supposition, that the British garrison 
is Withdrawn from Kingston to Montreal, the old 
question of aproaching him by lake Champlain, or by 
the St. Lawrence, recurs, and ought now to be set- 
tled, so that there should be no unnecessary pause in 
our operations at a later and more momentous period 
of the campaign. 

The circumstances in favor of the St. Lawrenoe 
route, are these : 

Ist. Our force is now upon it. 

2d. It furnishes a conveyance by water the whole 
distance. 

3d. The enemy is not fortified on the St. Lawrence 
side, and has on it no strong out-posts, which must 
be forced, in order to secure our flanks and rear ; 
while engaged in the main attack ; and 

4th. By approaching his fank, (as this route ena- 
bles vou to do) instead of his front, we compel him 
to change his position, in which case, he must do one 
of four things ; either he must_occupy the north side 
of the river and give up the south, or he must occu- 
py the south side and give up the north, or he must 
confine himself to the island and give up both sides; 
or lastly, he must occupy both sides, and in this 
case expose himself to be beaten in detail. 

None of these advantages are to be found in ap- 
proaching him by the other route. Our troops are 
not upon it; we cannot move by water; his out 
posts are fortified, and must be carried by assault, 
his front is the only assailable point, and that is co+ 
vered by the St. Lawrence; our attack must be 
made exactly where he wishes it to be made; all his 
arrangements and defences are, of course, in full 
operation, nor is he compelled to disturb them in the 
smallest degree. In a word, we must fight him on 
fas previous dispositions atid plans, and not on any 
of our own. 

_ These reasons are deemed conclusive for prefer- 
ring the route of the St. Lawrence, and your mea- 
sures (subsequent to your present expedition) will 
therefore, be conformed to this view of the subject. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

«Bout JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

Major general Dearborn. 


Extract of a letter from major-general Dearborn to the 
secretary at war, dated 
, Sackett’s Harbor, April 23, 1813. 
“The troops embarked yesterday. Every vessel 


is crowded with as rhany men as possible ; the total 


number 1600, of the best men. I trust we shall sail 
within one or twohours. If the sails for a new ves- 
sel arrive within a day or two, and a small sloop from 
Oswego, which ought to have been here five days 
since, 150 more men will go in them. The ice did 
not move out until the 19th; I arrived on the 20th.” 
Head-Quarters, York, Upper Canada, April 28, 1313. 
Sin—After a detention of some days, by adverse 
winds, we arrived here yesterday morning, and at 8 
o’clock commenced landing our troops about three 
miles westward of the town, and one and a half from 
the enemy’s works. The wind was high and in an 
unfavorable direction for our boats, which prevented 
the troops lariding at a clear field (the ancient scite of 
the French fort Tarento.) The unfavorable wind 
prevented as many of the armed vessels from taking 
such positions as would as effectually cover our land- 
ing as they otherwise would have done; but every 
thing that could be done was effected: Our riflemen 
under major Forsyth first landed, under a heavy fire 
from indians and other troops General Sheaffe com- 
manded in person. He bad collected his whole force 
in the woods near where the wind obligéd our troops 
to land, consisting of about 700 regulars and militia, 
and 100 indians. Major Forsyth was supported, as 
promptly as possible, with other troops ; but the con- 
test was sharp and severe for near half an hour. The 
enemy was repulsed by a far less number than their 
own, and as soon as general Pike landed with 7 or 
800 men, and the remainder of the troops were pushi- 
ing for the shore, the enemy retreatea to their works; 
and as soon as the whole of the troops had landed 
and formed on tne clear ground intended for the first 
landing, they advanced through a thick wood to the 
open ground near the enemy’s works, and after cat- 
rying one battery by assault, were moving on in co- 
lumns towards the main works; when the head of 
the columns was within about sixty rods of the ene- 
my, a tremendous explosion occured from a large 
magazine prepared for the purpose, which dischargé 
ed such immense quantities of stone 23 to produce a 
most unfortunate effect on our troops. I have not 
yet been able to collect the returns of our killed 
and wounded, but our loss by the explosion must, f 
fear, exceed one hundred ; and among them I have 
to lament the loss of the brave and excellent officer 
brigadier-general Pike, who received such a contu- 
sion from a large stone as terminated his valuable 
life within a few hours. His loss will be severely 
felt. Previous to the explosion the enemy had re- 
tired into the town, excepting a party of regular 
troops, which did not retire early enough to avoid 
the shock ; it is said that upwards of forty of them 
were destroyed. General Sheaffe moved off with 
the regular troops and left directions with the com- 
manding officer of the militia to make the best terms 
he could. In the mean time, all further resistance 
on the part of the enemy ceased, and the outlines 
of a capitulation were agreed on. As soon as | was 
informed of general Pike’s being wounded, I went 
on shore. I had been indiced to confide the imme- 
diate command of the troops in action to general 
Pike from a conviction that he fully expected it, and 
would be much mortified at being deprived of the 
honor, which he highly appreciated. Every move- 
ment was under my view. Our troops behaved with 
great firmness and deserve much applause, especially 
those who were first engaged, under circumstances 
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loss in the action in the morning and in carrying the 
first battery, was not gvcat, probably about 50 killed 
and wounded ; among them were a full proportion 
of officers ; and although the enemy had a decided 
advantage in point of numbers and position at the 
commencement, their loss was greater than ours, 
particularly in officers. 

It was with the greatest exertion that the small 
vessels of the fleet could work into the harbor against 
a gale of wind directly ahead; but as soon as they 
got in contact with the batteries a tremendous can- 
nonade commenced from 24 and 32 pounders, and 
was kept up without intermission under a heavy fire 
from two batteries until the enemy’s batteries were 
carried or blown up by the explosion, which undoubt- 
edly had a powerful effect on the enemy. I am un- 
der the greatest obligations to commodore Chaun- 

ey for his able and indefatigable exertions in every 
possible manner that could give facility and effect to, 
the expedition. He is equally estimable for deli- 





berate, sound judgment, bravery and industry.— 
The government could not have made a more fortu-| 
nate selection for the important trust he holds. Un-| 
fortunately, the enemy’s armed ship the “Prince | 
Regent” left this place for Kingston four davs before | 
we arrived. A large ship on the stocks, and nearly | 
planked up, with a large store of naval stores, were | 
set on fire by the enemy soon after the explosion of 
the magazine. ‘There are no vessels fit for use in the | 
harbor. A considerable quantity of military’ stores | 
and provisions remained. We shall not possess. the | 
means of traisporting the prisoners from this place, | 
and must of course leave them on parole. TI hope} 
we shall sodar complete the necessary measures at! 
this place im the course of this day as to beable to 
sail to-morrow for Niagara, by which route i send 
this by asmall vessel, with notice to general Lewis 


; 


| 


* i 
Or ours roach, ' ae amar poy ' 
our approach ef the militia has been requested to hold three or 


Iam, sir, vour obedient servant, 
3 > e. r i 
H. DEARBORN, 
fon. John Irnistrone, Sec’ry of War. 


! 
Head-quarters, Niagara, May 3, 1813. 

Sir—I arrived at this place last evening with com- | 
modore Chauncey in his fast sailing schooner, the| 
Lady of the Leke; we left the fleet with the troops | 
on board in York road. ‘Fhe wind has been so un-: 
favorable as to render it impracticable to come to! 

, > 

I have had a conference with generals Lewis, Boyd | 
and Winder, at which commodore Chauncey was! 
present. I did not find the preparations at this place! 
2s complete as could have been expected ; but as| 
soon as the wind will permit, we shall make a de-| 
scent. Commodore Chauncey has returned to the! 
fleet, and will sail for this place as soon as he shali' 
judge the wind favorable for crossing and landing, 
the troops. In the mean time we shall be preparing | 
to act in concert. General Boyd will take com-) 
mand of the brigade lately commanded by general. 
Pike. We find the weather on this lake at this sea-| 
son of the year, such as to render naval operations 
extremely tedious and uncertain, especialiv when we 
have to debark troops on the shore of the lake, where | 
there ave no harbors. Westerly winds are necessa-| 
ry ; we have nome but easterly. Thave no doubt of | 
ultimate success, unless harrassed and dispersed by | 
the elements. 

{ enclose a return of the killed and wounded. Vou! 
Will observe the loss was very small excepting that | 
produced by the explosion. As nearly as 1 have! 


this place with any prospect of eNectinga landing. | 


invery sickly and depressed state. 


—— 


could not be less than five hundréd. There was ai 
immense depot of naval and military stores. York 
was the principal depot for Niagara and Detroit ; 
and notwithstanding the immense amount which was 
destroyed by them, we found more than we could 
bring off. General Sheaffe’s baggage and pupers 
fell into my hands. These papers are a valuable ac- 
quisition : I have not had time fora full examination 
of them. A scalp was found in the executive and 
legislative chamber, suspended near the speaker’s 
chair, in company with the mace and other emblems 
of royalty. I intend sending it to you with a correct 
account of the facts relative to the place and situa- 
tion in which it was found. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, | 
your most obedient servant, 

H. DEARBORN. 

Hon. John Armstrong, Secry at War. 


Head-quarters, Niagara, May 13, 1813. 

Strn—Commedore Chauncey with the fleet und 
troops arrived here on the evening of the 8th, and in 
the course of the night the troops were debarked in 
‘ A large propor- 
lon of the officers and men were sickly and debili- 
tated. It was deemed expedient to give them time 
to recruit their health and spirits, and in the mean 
time for the fleet to return to Sackett’s Harbor, and 
take on board one theusand additional troops ;—and 


jorders were despatched to Utica, Rome and Oswego, 


to have the troops at those places forwarded here in 
boats from Oswego. Backus’s corps of light dra- 


| goons, about four hundred, principally dismounted, 


and five hundred of the 11th regiment from Burting- 
ton, have been ordered to Sackett’s Harbor. ‘These, 
with three hundred volunteers, and a full company 
of arullery, are to form a garrison at that place. — 
Additional cannon will be mounted. General Brown 


four hundred men of the immediate vicinity, in rea< 
diness to aid the garrison, m the event of any attack. 
Miy intention is to collect the main body of the 
troops at this place, and as soon as commodore 
Chauncey returns, and the forces from Oswego arrive, 
fo commence operations mas spirited and eflectual 
a manner as practicable. ‘This change in the pro- 


‘posed system of operations, has been rendered ne- 
icessary by a long series of the most unfortunate 


winds and weather that could have occurred at this 
season, and such as could not have been contem- 
plated. 

Colonel Scott reached this yesterday in boats from 
Oswego, with three hundred men. He was seven 
davs wind bound in different places, and narrowly 
escaped the loss of his boats and men. I had ex- 
pected him on the 3d. I had almost given him up 
for lost. 

General Harrison is invested; and presuming on 
the uncertainty of events, I shall make calculation 
of a seinforcement to the enemy of British and in- 
dians from Detroit. We shall be prepared for them; 
and I shall consider a concentration of their force 
rather as 2 fortunate circumstance than otherwise. 

{ observed in a former letter, that on my arrival 
here on the evening of the 2d, the preparation for 


‘an immediate co-operation, were not as complete ss 


could have been expected. General Lewis was at 
i4 miles distance. Winder, with his command, was 
at Black Rock. The boats had not been tran-ported 
from Schlosser ; not one of the scows completed ; 





been able to ascertain, the loss of the enemy amount-| ihe heavy guns and mortars not placed in the batte- 
ed from ninety to one hundred killed, two hundred jries ; two 18 and two 12 pounders not mounted ; but 
wounded and upwards of three hundred prisoners.| with all these defects we should have made an attack 
I! have not been able to ascertain precisely the num-|on the 4th or 5th, if the fleet had arrived with the 
er of the militia put on their parole ; 1 presume it troops in health, on the 34, as was expected 
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I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, }town, 


your obedient and humble servant, ; 
: H. DEARBORN. 


Hon. John Armstrong, Sec’ry at War. 
Head-quarters, Fort George, Upper Canada, May 27, 1815. 


[had received satisfactory information that 
the enemy had made a stand on the mountain, at 2 
place called the Beaver Dams,where he had a deposit 
of provisions and stores, and that he had been join- 
ed by three hundred regulars from Kingston, landed 


Sin—The light troops under the command of col. from small vessels, near the head of the lake. I had 


Bcott and major Forsyth landed this morning at 9 ascertained that he was calling in the militia, and 
o’clock. Major-general Lewis’s division, with colo- had presumed that he would contide in the strength 
nel Porter’s command of light artillery, supported | of his position and venture an action, by which an 
them. General Boyd’s brigade landed immediately | opportunity would be afforded to cut off his retreat. 
afier the light uoops, and ganerals Winder and 1 have been disappointed. Although the troops 
Chandler followed in quick succession. ‘The land-| from fort Erie and Chippewa had joined the main 
ing was warmly and obstinately disputed by the Bri- body at the Beaver Dams, he broke up yesterday 
tish forces ; but the coolness and intrepidity of our|precipitately ; continued his route along the moun- 
troops soon compelied them to give ground in every | tain, and will reach the head of the lake by that 
direction. General Chandler with the reserve (com- route. Lieutenant-colonel Preston took possession 
posed of his brigade and colonel Macomb’s artillery) (of fort Erie and its dependencies last evening. The 
covered the whole. Commodore Chauncey had made | fort had been abandoned and the magazines blown 
the most judicious arrangements for silencing the | UP. I have rdered general Lewis to return without 
enemy’s batteries near the point of landing. The | delay to this place, and if the winds favor us, we 
army is under the greatest obligation to that able ™4y yet cut off the enemy's retreat at York : but 
naval commander, for his indefatigable exertions, in| unfortunately we have pienty of rain but no wind ; 
co-operation iw all its important movements, and es-| itmav, however, change for the better ina few hours. 
pecially in its operations this day. Our batteries |! shall aftord commodore Chauncey every facility in 
succeeded in rendering fort George untenable ; and;™) power in his preparations for commanding Jake 
when the enemy had been beaten from his position, Frie. He is very anxious to return to Sackett’s Har- 
and found it necessary to re-enter it, after firing a| bor; for until his other ship is fitted, it is not certain 
few guns, and setting’ fire to the magazines, which that he can continue in the command of lake Onta- 
soon exploded, moved off rapidly by different routes./ "10. T was the last evening honored with your de- 








Our light troops pursued them several mies. The 
troops having been under arms from one o’clock in 


spatches of the 15th instant. I have taken measures 
in relation to the twenty-three prisoners who are to 


the morning, were too much exhausted for any fur- be put in close confinement. 


ther pursuit. We are now in possession of fort 
George and its immediate dependencies ; to-morrow 
we shall proceed further on. The behavior of our 
troops, both officers and men, entitles them to the 
highest praise; and the difference in our loss with 
thatof the enemy, when we consider the advantages 
his positions afforded him, is astonishing. We had 
seventeen killed and forty-five wounded. The ene- 
my had ninety killed and one hundred and sixty 
wounded, of the regular troops. We have taken 
one hundred prisoners, exclusive of the wounded. 
Colonel Meyers of the 49th, was wounded and taken 
prisoner. Of our’s only one commissioned officer 
was killed, lieutenant Hobart, of the light artillery, 
Inclosed is the report of major-general Lewis. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great considera- 
tion and respect, your most obedient servant, 

H. DEARBORN. 

Hon. John Armstrong, Sec’ry at War. 


On the field, one o’clock, 27th May, 1313. 

Deak stzrFort George and its dependencies are 
ours. The enemy, beaten at all points, has blown 
up his magazines and retired. It is impossible at 
this moment to say any thing of individual gallan- 
try. There was no man who did not perform his du- 
ty in a manner which did honor to himself and _ his 
country. j 
ed by Boyd’s and Winder’s brigades, sustained 
the brunt of the action. Our loss is trifling—per- 
haps not more than twenty killed, and twice that 
number wounded. The enemy left in the hospital 
one hundred and twenty-four, and [ sent several on 
board the fleet. We have also made about one hun- 
dred prisoners of the regular forces. 

lam, dear sir, most respectfully, your obedient 
servant, MORGAN LEWIS. 
Major-general Deardorn, 

Commander-in-chief of the northern army. 


Head-Quarters, Fort George; May 29, 1813. 
Sin—General Lewis was ordered to march yester- 
day morning with Chandler and Winder’s brigades, 
the light artillery, dragoons, light infantry and ri- 


Hemen, in pursuit o. the enemy ky way of Queens- 


Scott and Forsyth’s commands, support-) 


I have the honor to be, sir, with high Sonsideration 
and respect, your most obedient servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 


| Hon. general John Armsirong, secretary of war. 





| Extract of a letter from major-general Deurborn to 
| the secretary of war, dated 
Newark, Upper Canada, June 4, 1813. 
“Chandler and Winder are in pursuit of the 
enemy, who has halted about fifty-five miles from 


jhere. Iam still very feeble and gain strength but 
| slowly.” 
Head-Quarters, Fort George, June 6, 1813. 
| Srr—I have received an express from the head of 
| the lake this evening, with the intelligence that our 
\troops were attacked at two o’clock this morning, 
iby the whole British force and Indians, and by some 
\strange fatality, though our loss in numbers was 
small,and the enemy was completely routed and driv- 
jen from the field, both brigadier-generals Chandler 
land Winder were taken prisoners. They had ad- 
ivanced to ascertain the situation of a company of 
jartillery where the attack commenced. General 
;Chandler had his horse shot under him and was 
' bruised by the fall. General Vincent, their command- 
jer is supposed to have been killed. Colonel Clark 
‘was mortally wounded and fell into our hands, with 
| sixty prisoners of the 49th. The command devolved 
on colonel Burn, who has retired to the Forty-mile 
Creek. If either of the general officers had remain- 
ed in command, the enemy would have been pursued 
‘and cut up; or, if colonel Burn had been an officer 
(of infantry. The loss of the enemy in killed, wound- 
ed and prisoners, must exceed two hundred and fifty. 
ihe enemy sent ina flag next morning, with a re- 
iqtest to bury their dead. Generals Lewis and Boyd 
set off immediately to join the advanced army.’ I 
never so severely felt the want of health as at pre- 
sent, at a time when my services might, perhaps, be 
most useful. T hope general Hampton will repair 
here as soon as possibte. 

With great respect, [have the honor to be, sir, 
your most obedient servant, Hi. DEARBORN, 
Hon. weneral John Armsirone 


secretary of war. 
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24 
June 8, 1813, 


There was a mistake in the arrival of the express 
mail. Since writing the above the enemy’s fleet has 
passed, consisting of two large ships and four heavy 
schooners. I have consequently deemed it prudent 
to concentrate the forces at this point. H. D. 

Head-Quarters, Fort George, June 8, 1813. 

Srr—I have heen honored with your letters of the 





26th and 27th ult. and a duplicate of one of the 19th 
of April. My ill state of health renders it extreme- 
ly painful to attend to the current duties ; and unless 
my health improves soon, I fear I shail be compelled 
to retire to some pluce, whére my mind may be more 
at ease, for a short time. Colonel Macomb proceed- 
ed with two hundred men, with the commodore, to 
Sackett’s Harbor. Lieutenant-colonel Ripley, has 
also gone, by the way of Oswego, to the Harbor, with 
his regiment, where he will be joined by several 
hundred recruits. He took charge of the provisions 
to Oswego. The commodore will not probably ven- 
ture out until his new ship it fit for sea. The enemy 
has now the command of the lake, and as long as 
that is the case, any offensive operations below this 
mtist be suspended. I had intended placing a small 
garrison at fort Erie, and a stronger one at fort 
George; but as you have directed otherwise, I shall 
select fort George as guarding the only harbor on 
the southern shore of the lake. Detroit will be the 
safest harbor on lake Erie. I have by the request of 
commodore Chauncey, detached 200 men to aid cap- 
tain Perry in removing his armed vessels from Black 
Rock to Presque isle. Commodore Chauncey is un- 
willimg to'approach Malden, unless he can have a 
reinforcement to general Harrison, of our regulars. 
As nyy command does not extend to Malden, I ask) 





your directions on this subject. The commodore is 
anxious that his fleet on lake Erie should proceed | 
with troops to Michilimackinae and St. Joseph, as) 
soonfas the business shall be decided at Detroit. On! 
taking possession of this place, the inhabitants came | 
in in numbers, and ‘gave their poroles. I have pro-! 
mised them protection. A large majority are friend-! 
hy to the United States, and fixed in their hatred! 
against the government of Great Britain. If they 
should generally be made prisoners of war, and. 
taken from their families, it would have a most un- 
favorable effect upon our military operations in the 
provinces. Fhe whole country would be driven to 
a state of desperation, and satisfy them, beyond a 
doubt, that we had no intention of holding the pro- 
vineces. The same effect would be produced on the 
Indians, who are now principally quiet, for fear of 
losmg their valuable tract of land on Grand river. 
Lhad authorised the civil magistrates to combine in 
the due exercise of their functions, and cannot, with 





propriety, revoke this authority, unless specially di- 
rected. 


‘The whole of our troops, officers and men, in the | 
action of the 27th discovered a degree of ardor and 
readiness for action, which evinced a determination 
to’ do honor to themselves and country. The animat- 
ing example set by colonel Scott and general Boyd, 
im landing and repulsing the enemy, deserves parti- 
calar mention. I am greatly indebted to colonel Por- 
ter, major Armistead and captain Totten, for their 





judicious arrangements and skilful execution in de-| 
mélishing the enemy’s fort and batteries, and to the 
officers of the artillery generally, who had the direc- 
tion of the ‘guns. 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 


most obedient servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 





flon. general John Armstrong, 
secretary of wer. 


Extract of a letter from major-general Morgan Lewia, 


| to the secretary of war, dated 


ss ‘ : Niagara, June 34, 1813, 

You.will perceive by the enclosed copy of orders, 
marked 1, that general Dearborn, from indisposition, 
has resigned the command, not only of the Niagara 
army, but of the district. Ihave doubts whether 
he will ever again be fit for service. He has been 
repeatedly in astateof convalescence ; but relapses 
on the least agitation of mind. 

“In my last, I mentioned the unfortunate cir- 
cumstance of the capture of our two brigadiers, 
Chandler and Winder. The particulars are detailed 
in the report of colonel Burns, marked 2, which he 
gives fron the best information he could collect. His 
corps lay a considerable distance from the scene of 
active operation, as you will perceive by the enclosed 
diagram. The light corps spoken of, were captain 
Hindman’s, Nicholson’s and Biddle’s companies of 
the 2nd artillery, serving as infantry. These three 


gentlemen, and captain Archer and Towson of the 


same regiment, and Leonard of the light artillery, 
are soldiers who would honour any service. Their 
gallantry and that of their companies were equally 
conspicuous on this occasion, as in the affair of the 
27th ult. A view of general Chandler’s encampment 
will be sufficient to show, that his disaster was owing 
to its arrangement; its centre being its weakest 
point, and that being discovered hy the enemy in the 
evening, received the combined attack of his whole 
force, and his line was completely cut. It is said, 
though I cannot vouch for its truth, that general 
Winder saw this, and remonstrated against it. The 
gallantry of the Sth, 25th and part of the 23d and 
light troops, saved the army: of the 5th, it is said 
that when the day broke, not a man was missing; and 
that a part of the 23d, under major Armstrong, was 
found sustaining its left flank. ‘Their fire was irre- 
sistible, and the enemy was compelled to give way. 
Could he have been pressed the next morning, his des- 
truction was inevitable. He was dispersed in every 
direction, and even his commanding general was 
missing without his hat or horse. I understand he 
was found the next evening almost famished, at a 
distance of four miles from the scene of action. 

* Lieutenant M‘Chesney’s gallantry recovered a 
piece of artillery and prevented the capture of others. 
He merits promotion for it. 

** On the evening of the 6th of June, I received the 
order No. 4, and jomed the army at 3 in the afternoon 
of the 7th. I found it at the Forty-mile Creek, ten 


| miles in the rear of the ground, on which it had been 


attacked, encamped ona plain, of about a mile in 
width, with its right flank on the lake, and its left 
on the creek, which skirts the base of a perpendicu- 
lar mountain of considesable height. On my route, 


\I received No. 5 and 6. enclosed. 


“* At 6 in the evening the hostile fleet hove in sight, 
though its character could not be ascertained with 
precision. We lay on our arms all night. At dawn 
of day struck our tents, and descried the hostile 
squadron abreast of us about a mile from the shore. 
Our boats which transported the principal part of 
our baggage and camp equipage, lay on the beach; 
it was a dead calm ; and about six, the enemy towed 
in a large schooner, which opened her fire on our 
boats. As soon as she stood for the shore, her ob- 


|ject being evident, I ordered down Archer’s and 


Towson’s companies with four pieces of artillery, to 
resist her attempts. I at the same time sent captain 
Totten, of the engineers, (a most valuable officer) te 
construct a temporaryfurnace for heating shot,which 
was prepared and in operation in less than thirty 
minutes. Her fire was returned with vivacity and 
eflegt (excelled by no artillery in tbe universe) which 





